BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

TA’IYA NATAN - JAMES MILLER (Lakota/Dakota) Porcupine, South Dakota

James Miller received his first Lakota warrior name through a ceremony after completing a vision quest in Porcupine, SD in 1987.  The name Ta’Iya Natan, which translates into English as “Comes Out Charging” started Jim’s journey into healing his spirit through prayer.   As a Viet Nam veteran, a survivor of the Catholic boarding school, and the prison experience, Jim has worked very hard to overcome the challenges of healing a broken spirit by living a clean and sober life. The challenges encountered on this path strengthened him and eventually through dream, he was directed to lead the prayer circles in the sweatlodge and provide leadership in the Sun Dance circle.

Jim currently resides in Porcupine on the Pine Ridge Reservation in southwest South Dakota and has dedicated his life to following the red road.  Jim’s deep commitment to healing has led him to receive PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder) treatment, codependency treatment, couples counseling and drug and alcohol treatment. He also continues to work on healing from the victimization in the Catholic boarding school as a young child.   The knowledge and experience gained from these healing quests has led Jim to working with Native American men on federal probation, youth, couples and clients in treatment.

More recently Jim has been involved in the Dakota 38 + 2 Wokiksuye Memorial Ride for the 38 Dakota who were hung in a mass public execution in Mankato, Minnesota on December 26, 1862.   The healing ride to Mankato started in 2005 after Jim received a dream to travel on horseback to Mankato and take offerings to feed the spirits as a means of healing for the Dakota nation and for reconciliation. The execution of these Dakota Warriors is noted as the largest mass public execution ever held in the United States.  The ride also honors Dakota medicine man Medicine Bottle and Shakopee, a division leader, who were also hung several years after the mass execution.  After the execution, the Dakota people were exiled from the state of Minnesota by an order of the government and backed up by bounties for the scalps of any Dakota person.  The ride has been documented in a film Dakota 38 which shares the history of the Dakota people and also documents the healing process from the ride.

Jim’s personal belief is that healing must start from the individual before the family, community and nation can heal from the generations of oppression and pain. Jim does not harbor anger toward the church for the negative experiences but has offered forgiveness so that he may move forward on his journey.  He shares his story only to motivate others to look within and find the love and compassion that will lead to reconciliation within oneself and amongst all races and denominations.

Contact information:  PO Box 135, Porcupine, SD  57772

605-455-2783 (home)

Email – dakota38@goldenwest.net

