Indianz.Com > Treaty rights advocate Billy Frank Jr. passes away at age of 83

Advertise on Indianz.Com

ph: 202 630 8439

fax: 202 318 2182

Home > News > Headlines
Print

Subscribe

Treaty rights advocate Billy Frank Jr. passes away at age
of 83

MONDAY, MAY 5, 2014
Filed Under: National
More on: billy frank, nisqually, nwifc, obituaries, salmon, treaties,
washington, water
Like

Tweet

Share

Share

More headlines...
Local Links:
Federal Register | Indian
Gaming | Jobs & Notices | In
The Hoop | Message Board
Latest News:
Native Sun News: Ho-Chunk
fighter aims for spot on reality
show (5/6)
Brandon Ecoffey: Some GOP
candidates fail to impress at
forum (5/6)
Billy Frank: Oil terminal project
threatens fishing in
Washington (5/6)
Ryan Wilson: Indian Country
loses a great warrior in Billy
Frank (5/6)
11th Circuit stops Seminole
Tribe from suing state over
fuel tax (5/6)
John Christian Hopkins:
Tribute to Narragansett
running legend (5/6)
Federal judge hears arguments
in Cherokee Freedmen dispute
(5/6)
Northern Arapaho man
announces run for Wyoming
Legislature (5/6)
Jamul Band upset by racist
message on sign near
reservation (5/6)

Billy Frank Jr., 1931-2014. Photo from Facebook

Billy Frank Jr., a member of the Nisqually Tribe of Washington who
defended the treaty rights of tribes in the Pacific Northwest, died today. He
was 83.
Frank was arrested about 50 times -- the first at the age of 14 -- for
exercising his treaty-protected fishing rights. His struggle helped lead to
the historic Boldt decision that secured half of the catch for tribes in
Washington.
“Salmon is in our blood. That’s how it is: It’s there, and we want to keep it
there,” Frank told KUOW, citing the reason why tribes fought so hard to
protect their rights.
As part of his lifelong effort to protect fish habitat and restore fish runs,
Frank served as chairman of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission for
the last 30 years. The organization said it was closed for the rest of the day
out of respect for their leader's death.
"It is with great sadness that we must inform you of the passing of Billy
Frank Jr. this morning," NWIFC said on its website.

http://www.indianz.com/News/2014/013529.asp[5/6/2014 11:23:10 AM]

New leaders claim to be in
control of Chukchansi Tribe
council (5/6)
WRVO: Cayuga Nation stuck in
decade-long leadership
dispute (5/6)
Group announces location for
new Indigenous Fine Art
Market (5/6)
KNAU: Navajo Nation families
get electricity for the first time
(5/6)
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate
signs parole agreement with
state (5/6)
Grand jury subpoenas business
tied to tribal Internet lenders
(5/6)
Opinion: Puyallup Tribe
prevails in per capita dispute
with IRS (5/6)

Indianz.Com > Treaty rights advocate Billy Frank Jr. passes away at age of 83

"Indian Country lost a giant today," Keith Harper, an attorney who
represented the Frank's Landing Indian Community, a traditional fishing
site, and who worked with Frank on a number of issues, said on Facebook.
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