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Billy Frank Jr., 83, whose fight for Indian
fishing rights in the 1960s and 70s led to
the landmark Boldt decision, died Monday
morning.

Frank was a member of the Nisqually
Indian Tribe and was chairman of the
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission for
30 years.

In 1974 U.S. District Court Judge George
Boldt clearly established the rights of 20
treaty Indian tribes in Western Washington
to co-manage salmon with the State of
Washington and reaffirmed the tribe's right
to half the harvestable salmon returning to 
western Washington.

The Duwamish Indian Tribe is not included
in those 20 tribes because it is not
recognized by the federal government. The
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, which is
headquartered in Auburn, is among those

20.

The commission announced Frank's death on its website but provided no additional details. It
indicated that services are pending.
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Frank wrote a monthly column called "Being Frank" that appeared in local newspapers in
South King County. His May column was just released Monday morning. It's about the
dangers of transporting coal and oil in trains through Western Washington.

“We are deeply saddened by the passing of our great leader and good friend, Billy Frank Jr.
He was a champion for treaty rights, the salmon and a better quality of life for all of us who
live here,” said Lorraine Loomis, Swinomish tribal fisheries manager, and NWIFC vice chair.

Government leaders praised Frank.

“Billy Frank Jr.’s courage to stand up for oppressed people, human rights, and environmental
justice made him an authentic Northwest icon," said King County Executive Dow Constantine
in a statement.

"His willingness to sacrifice his own freedom to preserve important native traditions and
protect Puget Sound is something that benefits us all and will for generations to come," he
said.

Attorney General Bob Ferguson called Frank a "true statesman."

“Billy was a true statesman who brought an optimistic, can-do approach to environmental and
natural resource challenges,” said Ferguson. “His activism and perseverance helped build the
foundation of an enduring legacy that Washington state will never forget.”

DEAN RADFORD,  Tukwila Reporter Editor 
dradford@tukwilareporter.com or 425-255-3484 ext. 5150
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Indian leader, activist Billy Frank Jr. dies at 83 - Tukwila Reporter
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Upcoming Events from Tukwila Reporter

See all  »

May Tea at Neely Mansion
Tue, May 6
12303 SE Auburn Black Diamond Rd

MSC Open House
Tue, May 6, 5pm
Multi-Service Center Federal Way

NAMI SKC Family & Friends Support Group
Tue, May 6, 6:30pm
515 W. Harrison St., Suite 215

Snoqualmie PT
retptgroup.com/snoqualmie/
Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Accepting Appointments, Call Today.

We encourage an open exchange of ideas on this story's topic, but we ask you to follow
our guidelines for respecting community standards. Personal attacks, inappropriate
language, and off-topic comments may be removed, and comment privileges revoked, per
our Terms of Use. Please see our FAQ if you have questions or concerns about using
Facebook to comment.

Also post on Facebook  

Jesse Zollars · Ogle School of Hair Skin and Nails

We lost a courageous leader today.
Reply · Like · 18 hours ago

No Flyers Found

Seahawks to Atlanta - Tukwila Reporter
9 people recommend this.

Starbucks builds Tukwila store out of shipping
containers - Tukwila ReporterFacebook social  plugin
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