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Personal Biography 

Katherine Elliott 

 

Katherine “Kate” Elliott (née Ellis) is a highly talented and accomplished Project Manager with 12 years’ 
experience and a proven ability to direct successful international initiatives, lead effective teams, and 
administer multi-million dollar budgets.  Kate currently works for the Mayvin Consultant Group, Inc. as a 
Senior Management Consultant and is an elected Councilwoman for the Chinook Indian Tribes / Nation.  Kate 
also volunteers as the Team Lead for the East Shore Unitarian Church’s Native American Social Justice 
Ministry, co-founder of the Blue Heron Heritage Family and is the Chair of the Chinook’s Communication 
Committee.  

Born on Apr. 4, 1973, Kate grew up in Longview and Bremerton, Washington with her parents and brother, 
Leo.  Their father, Larry Ellis, worked at Reynolds’s Aluminum as an Industrial Engineer and at the Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard as a Program Manager.  Their mother, Sherrie Elliott (née Minsker), was an avid 
volunteer and community organizer, a tutor for the Longview-Kelso Indian Education program and a Cultural 
Consultant for the Bremerton-Central Kitsap Indian Education program.  She also worked as an Instructional 
Assistant at the Bremerton School District.  Sherrie was a granddaughter of John Grant “Nick” Elliott, the first 
contemporary Chairman of the General Council of the Chinook Tribe of Indians.  Kate is the 5th great 
granddaughter of Chief Comcomly of the Chinook. 

Kate attended public school in both Longview and Bremerton school districts.  There, she was always active in 

Indian Education, Girl Scouts, Music and Sports. 

 

Kate’s mother instilled a strong volunteer ethic into the children’s lives, which enriched her childhood 

immensely.  From a very early age, Kate was involved in many volunteer activities, such as flag ceremonies, 

organizing camping events, working at the Humane Society, hiking trail restoration projects, Kitsap County 

Pow Wow volunteer, food basket distribution and other Girl Scout, Band and Indian Education fund raisers.  In 

1990, Kate was presented with the second highest the Girl Scout volunteer honor, the Silver Award. 

 

In 1991, Kate graduated from Bremerton High School with Honors and was accepted to University of 

Washington as a freshman in the Anthropology Department.  She decided to join the Air Force Reserves to 

help pay for her studies, which led to a delay in her college studies while attending AF Basic Training and 

Technical School.  In 1993, she began her Anthropology studies at the University of Hawai`i at Manoa.  During 

her education at UH, Kate discovered her love of statistical analysis and data intelligence and computers 

associated with the surveying of potential archeological sites. 

 

In the summer of 1996, Kate took a full time Active Duty reserve position in the Hawai`i Air National Guard.  

After her tour, she switched to the Army, so she could attend computer-programming schools offered, took an 

Active Duty position at Pacific Command, and went back to college (earning a BS in Business and Information 

Systems in 2001).  In addition, she volunteered as much as time allowed, to include working with the 

Honolulu Inter-Tribal Powwow.  At the end of her USPACOM tour in 1999, SGT Elliott was awarded the Joint 

Service Commendation Medal and Army Commendation Medal.  In 2000, after 9 years of service - 3+ of those 

on Active Duty - Kate’s enlistment ended. 
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Kate’s career as a civilian has been dedicated to helping businesses become more competitive and responsive 

in a technical world.  Kate has worked with small businesses, to large corporations, to non-profits, to 

government agencies in the US and abroad.  Her most important work has been with the Multinational 

Planning Augmentation Team (MPAT) who’s objective is to work with 33 different nations at the military level, 

to assist Humanitarian Organizations in a time of disaster, and with STRATCON, working with groups such as 

the Council of Energy Resource Tribes (CERT), and Wells Fargo Bank’s Native American Banking Services to 

assist tribes in networking, funding, planning and business development.  When Kate moved back to 

Washington State from Hawai`i in 2009, she immediately stepped up her involvement with her tribe, the 

Chinook Indian Nation. 

 

In 2009, Kate became the Chair of the Chinook Nation’s Development Committee.  The purpose of the 

Development Committee was to 1) Develop and secure critical financial resources to support tribal programs 

and services and 2) Foster positive community relations through effective communications.  She volunteered 

for 18 months until the Chinook Council disbanded the committee and divided into two groups, the Business 

Committee and the Communications Committee.  Kate currently serves as the Chair of the Chinook Nation 

Communications Committee and the Vice Chair (ad hoc) of the Business Committee. 

 

In June 2011, the Chinook Nation membership elected Kate to finish the last year of a vacated seat on the 

Chinook Indian Nation Council.  This is a volunteer position with a three-year re-election cycle and the People 

re-elected her for a full term in June 2012.   

 

Kate will graduate this spring with her Masters in Business Administration (MBA). 

 

In 2010, Kate married Chad Denton.  She has two biological children, Eddie and Natalie and adopted Chad’s 

four boys – Beau, Austin, Josh and Noah – in October 2010.  Kate’s hobbies include cultural history, reading, 

movies, travelling, site seeing, canoeing, beading, drumming, and music. 

 


