
Joanne Shenandoah
Grammy Singer/Songwriter
....Composer, lecturer, actress and educator

“Joanne Shenandoah is one of the 
finest tributes to Native American 
Music and Culture – “Neil Young”
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“Shenandoah has become the most 
critically acclaimed

Native American singer of her time” 
-Associated Press.

Shenandoah is a GRAMMY award 
winning and 12 time Native 
American Music Award winning 
artist and is a Wolf Clan member 
of the Iroquois Confederacy - 
Oneida Nation.   Shenandoah has   
15 recordings and her music is on 
40 plus compilations.   Her original 
compositions combined with a 
striking voice enables her to em-
bellish the ancient songs of the 
Iroquois using a blend of tradi-
t i o n a l a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y 
instrumentation.   Ms. Shenan-
doah’s music reflects the indige-
nous philosophy and culture which 
continues to have a profound ef-
fect on the world today.  From tra-
ditional chants to contemporary 
ballads about Native ways, her 
music has been described as an 
emotional experience, a “Native 
American Trance”.   Shenandoah ap-
peared on stage at Carnegie Hall, 
Madison Square Garden, The 
White House, Kennedy Center, 
Woodstock 94, Earth Day on the 
Mall, and the Special Olympics  
performances nationally and in-
ternationally. 

http://www.joanneshenandoah.com
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NOTABLE APPEARANCES
 
BIOGRAPHY CONTINUED
“She weaves you into a trance with her beautiful Iroquois 
chants and wraps her voice around you like a warm 
blanket on a cool winter’s night.”  said Robbie Robertson, 
formerly of The Band, who used her voice on his solo 
album Contact From the Underworld of Redboy.  
Shenandoah has also collaborated and or performed with 
Pete Seeger, Bruce Cockburn, Neil Young, Willie Nelson, 
Rita Coolidge and scores of other renowned musicians.

Over time Shenandoah’s been able to channel her love of folk pop, and classical into her 
ancestrally inspired music and her it has been used in many soundtracks to include HBO, PBS, 
Larry King, CBS, Northern Exposure, Bose Systems, The Discovery Channel and 
TRANSAMERICA to name a few.  Shenandoah, as an actress plays a major role in The Last 
Winter, a thriller indie on global warming starring Ron Perlman available on DVD everywhere.  

Joanne Shenandoah and her husband Douglas George Kanentiio have been providing Educa-

tional programs all over the world to audiences of every nature.

 

Some of their targeted programs include:

 

Tree of Peace Planting
Elementary - University School Programs
Keynote Speeches
Commencement Speeches
Lectures
    History and Culture
    Women’s Studies
    Environmental Studies
    Music/Songwriting
    Journalism
    Film/Documentaries
For Contact and Booking Inquiries:
www.joanneshenandoah.com
email:   shenandoaj@aol.com
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Joanne Shenandoah is one of today’s
most revered Native American

singers and songwriters. A Wolf Clan
member of the Iroquois Confederacy,
Oneida Nation, Shenandoah, whose
Native name translates as “She Sings,”
has released 14 recordings and her music
has been included on over 40 compila-
tions. She’s performed with such leg-
endary entertainers as Kris Kristoffer-
son and Willie Nelson, has recorded
music for film soundtracks (including
the indie hit “Transamerica”), and has
won more Native American Music
Awards (Nammies) than any other artist.

By the time she was five years old,
Shenandoah was on stage singing for
cultural presentations and dances. Both
of her parents had tremendous musical talent – her dad, a jazz
guitarist, had played with Duke Ellington – and music was her
family’s form of entertainment as she was growing up. “Music
was very family involved,” she reflected. “My dad got me
singing Sam Cooke for a 3rd-grade talent contest. I won the
grand prize, this little girl singing ‘September in the Rain.’”

Shenandoah attended boarding school in her teens where
she was immersed in classical-oriented music. She learned to
play several instruments, including clarinet, flute, cello and
piano. Though engrossed in classical music at the time, she did
enjoy other musical influences as varied as Billie Holiday and
Jimi Hendrix. “While it might sound funny,” she admitted,
“when I was sixteen I was very into Wayne Newton.”

Shenandoah’s first big concert happened in 1990 for an event
called the Pahasapa Festival. “Ironically, I didn’t know that music
was for me,” she recalled, “even though I probably sang at every-
one’s wedding and had been performing on stage since I was
a little girl.” She was invited to perform alongside Floyd “Red
Crow” Westerman and Buddy Big Mountain on a bill that
featured such artists as Neil Young, Jackson Brown, John
Denver and John Trudell. “I remember thinking to myself, ‘Hey,
this is a lot of fun. I should do this more often!’”

Shenandoah began writing her own songs, leaving behind
a lucrative career as an architectural systems engineer. “I had
all of the things in life that I thought of as important,” she

recalled. “From my office window I saw
a tree being cut down and knew that I,
too, had been uprooted and needed to
follow my natural gift.” She left her
firm in Washington, D.C. and returned
to Oneida territory determined to forge
a career as a musician. One of the first
songs she wrote was sent out before she
had obtained the necessary copyrights
and ended up on Kenny Rogers and
Barbara Streisand albums. “I didn’t
receive credit for the song, but remem-
ber thinking, ‘Maybe I do have an
opportunity to do music.’”

Her first album, titled “Joanne
Shenandoah,” is a blend of country and
Native music. “I call it my ‘cowboys &
Indians’ album,” she said. “It’s self titled

it because I didn’t know if I would be recording anymore. It
was kind of like my beginning, just to give it a shot.” Shenan-
doah follows a ritual with each album she records, thinking the
project through in terms of theme and breathing into it its own
life. “Every song is part of who I am and each album is like a
chapter in someone’s life. I believe they’re ancestrally inspired
and my guardians are there with me as I create them.”

Shenandoah has performed with some of the biggest names
in the business and even recorded a demo for a spot on Frank
Sinatra’s “Duets” album. “I’ve actually wined and dined with
Sinatra,” she recalled. “He said to me, ‘So, you’re a singer huh?’
I almost made it onto ‘Duets,’ but wasn’t well known enough
at the time.” Shenandoah, though, remained focused on
her craft, never becoming star struck by those with whom she’s
performed and never allowing disappointment to get the
better of her. “I think it’s all in the attitude of what you can do.”

During her extensive touring, Shenandoah had the
opportunity to work with a multitude of Native artists whose craft
wasn’t receiving the recognition she felt it deserved. She spoke
with then-CEO of Foxwoods Resort Casino, Kip Hayward,
among others and convinced them to establish the Native
American Music Awards. “There was so much great talent in
Native music,” she said. “We launched it right then. It was an
incredible night.” They were even able to get Wayne Newton,
one of Shenandoah’s early influences, to host the awards show.

WHO’S WHO

JJooaannnnee  SShheennaannddooaahh
Celebrating Life Through Music

56 Indian Gaming August 2008

by AJ Naff
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Compositions/Narrations/Television Appearances
Global Link TV Music Sound and the Sacred 
National Postal Museum, Native Americans in Stamps - Narration
What Are We Fighting For?  Music Video Tribute to Lori Piestewa
Our Land Our Life – Dan’s Sisters Shoshone Story Sound Track
TRANSAMERICA – Sound Track
NAIHC - Elders Housing - Theme Song/narrator
The Last Winter, Glass Eye Pix, Actress, Iceland
PBS Mystic Voices Documentary - Sound track
Smithsonian/NMAI – Sound Tracks for Museum Exhibits
The First Americans - Host/Narrator
Shadow of the Crow film - Music composition
A Seat at the Table,- Narrator
PBS - Songs of the Spirit-Performance
Dancing on Mother Earth, PBS - Biography
PBS - WXXI TV - Warrior in Two Worlds-Soundtrack
PBS - Elmer and Friends- Special Guest
Naturally  Native, RedHorse Prod - Music Comp.
CD-ROM Sound Track - Indian in the Cupboard
CBS  Series - 4 Segments:  “Northern Exposure”-Music
HBO - Rez Films Ltd., Dance Me Outside-Music
Discovery Channel:  How the West Was Lost-Music
Discovery Channel/CBC:  War Against the Indians-Music
TNN:   Music City Tonight - Crook & Chase
TNT:  Cameo on Broken Chain
CNN:  The Larry King Show
PBS:   Honorable Nations
  This Land is Our Land
  Everything Has a Spirit
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  Indian Time II - Fly With Eagles
FOX:   Not Necessarily t\e News
National Cancer Inst.:   Taking Control of Your Health  
EPA Educational Video:  Teaching Environmental Native American Ethics  Through Traditional Legends
NY State Museum:  We’re Still Here-Music Compositon                
Iroquois Museum:   Faces of the Iroquois

Notable Performances:
  2009  Syracuse University VS. U of WV Game, Ernie Davis Dedication
  2009  Madison Square Garden, Pete Seeger 90
  2009  Melbourne Australia, Parliament of the Worlds Religions
  2007  Sacred Music Festival, Hwa Eom Temple,

 S. Korea
2007  Stuttgart Museum, Germany

  2006  Main Showroom, Inside Passage – Alaska, Pow-wow Cruise
2006   Istanbul & Ankara Turkey
2006  Carnegie Hall, NYC,  Joni Mitchell Tribute
2005  Ordway Center for Performing Arts, St. Paul, MN
2005  Crow Fair, Montana
2005   Target Center. MN
2005  Main Showroom, New Orleans-Cozumel Cruise, Carnival
2004 Barcelona Spain – Parliament of the Worlds Religions
2004  Anthem - Green Bay Packers/DallasWI
2004  Leid Center, Lawrence, KS
2004  Smithsonian NMAI, DC
2004  World Sacred Music Festival, Sagrada Familia Spain
2004  Parliament Worlds Religions, Spain
2003  Indian Market, Santa Fe, NM
2003  Kimo Theater, Alb, NM - PBS Special
2002  Paramount Theater, Oakland, CA
2002  Skywoman Premier, Syracuse Symphony Orchestra
2001  Bumbershoot Festival, Seattle WA
2001  Chataqua Perf. Arts., Boulder, CO
2000  Navajo Nation Music Fest, AZ
2000  House of Blues Stage, New Orleans Jazz Fest, LA
99    Capetown SA, Parliament of the Worlds Religions
99    The NYS Fair, Syracuse, NY
99    The White House, Washington, DC
99    The Kennedy Center , Washington, DC
99    The Heard Museum, AZ
98  150th Ann.  of Women’s Rights, Seneca Falls, NY
98   Ibiza, Spain
98  Hummingbird Center, Toronto, Canada
97  Toronto SKYDOME, Toronto, Ont. Canada
97   Lake of the Torches Casino, WI
97 - 93   Foxwoods Casino, Mashantucket, CT
97   Private Perf. - President Mikhail Gorbachev
97   Presidential Inaugural - Washington, DC
96   Wounded Knee Creek, Rapid City, SD
96   Viejas Casino, San Diego, CA
96   Olympics w/DNA, Atlanta GA
96   Scottsdale Center for Performing Arts, AZ
95    Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC
95    Atlanta Civic Center, Atlanta, GA
95   Opening Special Olympics, New Haven, CT
95,   92 Opening Earth Day - 25th Anniv, DC
94     Opening WOODSTOCK 94 - Saugerties,NY    
94    Opryland USA-MCTV, Nashville, TN
93 - 91    Harborfront Festival, Toronto, Ontario
90   Stein Valley Music Festival, Vancouver, BC
90    Banlieu Bleu Jazz Festival, Paris, France
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Excerpts
From Native Peoples

 There is a special creative identity attached to singer Joanne Shenandoah. It 
is evident throughout the course of her career, beginning with the numerous re-
cordings of Iroquois social songs that have come to define her music. Though she 
has no single song that can be described as a hit, her productivity and creativity 
since the late 1980s have led to her position today as one of the top-selling and 
most widely recognized Native recording artists. This legacy has been highlighted 
by performances with the likes of Willie Nelson, Buffy Sainte-Marie (Cree), Kris 
Kristofferson, Floyd Westerman (Dakota), Bruce Cockburn, Robbie Robertson (Mo-
hawk), Bill Miller (Mohican), A. Paul Ortega (Apache), R. Carlos Nakai (Navajo/
Ute), Neil Young and many others.
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 …her repertoire actually spans the realms of country, rock, techno, gospel, 
children's songs and folk, as well as her best-known traditional Iroquois social 
songs. She has simultaneously crossed musical cultural borders while establishing 
an immediately identifiable style. Her alternative arrangements of traditional music 
that she transforms with an eclectic array of instruments-including violin, water 
drum, cello and glass harmonica, among others-have become a boundless explo-
ration. "My favorite album is always the next one," she quips with a hearty ease.

 As a Wolf Clan member of the Oneida nation in upstate New York, Joanne 
Lynn Shenandoah was given the name Tekalihwa:khwa (She Sings). Her late fa-
ther, Clifford, an Oneida chief, also was an accomplished jazz guitarist, and her 
mom, Maisie, a clan mother, a singer and music teacher. Her parents provided di-
rection and inspiration. "I played almost everything I could get my hands on, 
starting with piano, guitar, clarinet and percussion," Shenandoah recalls. "Now I'm 
studying the harp." Her future holds as much surprise for her as when she encoun-
ters the creative process during the recording sessions. "That's the beauty of it 
all," she says...

 Combining her reputation with good business sense and luck, Shenandoah's 
2001 album Eagle Cries covered newer collaborative ground. She shared co-
writing credentials with Neil Young and sang a duet with folk icon Bruce Cockburn, 
while enlisting some of the top artists of the Native music scene. The many guests 
also included Bill Miller, flute player Mary Youngblood (Aleut-Seminole), longtime 
collaborator Tom Wasinger, and Shenandoah's daughter Leah and her sister Diane. 
Now she forges ahead with more exciting projects, like breaking out of one skin to 
reveal yet another creative layer. "I consider recording to be an extreme art," 
claims the 45-year-old singer/songwriter.
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 Her first self-titled debut album, released on Canyon Records in 1989, drew from 
country music and Iroquois traditions. She quickly moved into gutsy blues/rock on the 
single "Naduah Cynthia." The song, about Quanah Parker's white mother, was found on 
the French import Oyate (Nato 1992) and was produced by Tony Hymas, the keyboard 
player for the Jeff Beck Group. The album included Beck, Jim Pepper (Kaw/Kansa) and 
several other prominent artists on a highly experimental double CD…

 Three Albums in 2003
  In 2003, she released three albums for Silver Wave Records: one gospel, a best-of com-
pilation album and a techno-experimental project. The first, a collection of gospel songs 
sung in the Oneida language with her mother, Maisie, and aunt, Liz Robert, is entitled Sis-
ters. "When I did the album with my mom and aunt, I felt very moved. I cried, knowing 
that these older generations sacrificed for us so that we could pick up and continue on," 
she says. Her best-of CD, Peace & Power, was completed in five days. The third release, 
an explorative techno-trance project entitled Covenant, is a step in a completely new di-
rection. This is attributed to working with producer Jim Wilson, who has collaborated in 
the past with the Coolidge trio Walela and with Robbie Robertson. Wilson takes Shenan-
doah's earthbound sensibilities into new creative waters. 

 In this whirlwind ride, Shenandoah's focus remains on the teachings of her people. 
"We have a responsibility to our children to teach them the culture and to show them their 
responsibilities as human beings," she says. "We have to help them express their gifts, 
and I love helping develop children's talents. We've conducted songwriting workshops with 
kids as young as four and five years old. It's been a great experience." …

 "I've paid my dues on the road," she says with a sigh. "I performed as many as 200 
shows in a year, but that was a busy year!" She has also been the subject of two PBS 
television specials recently. In 2003, the network aired the autobiographical Dancing on 
Mother Earth, a "year in the life" documentary. "It was like being on Ed TV," she says, 
laughing. "It was very odd having a camera follow me everywhere." Songs of the Spirit, 
recorded with flute player R. Carlos Nakai, guitarist Bill Miller and the New Mexico Sym-
phony Orchestra, followed in March 2004. It included compositions from her work Sky 
Woman: Legends of the Iroquois, which made its initial debut with the Syracuse Sym-
phony Orchestra.

 Amid the flurry of documentaries, soundtracks, a feature film project, various com-
munity efforts, an honorary doctorate from Syracuse University awarded in 2002, and re-
cording, her creativity continues to flow. "I'm fortunate to have had some great support-
ers throughout my career-they've helped me get this far," she says. "I'm very fortunate to 
have had my family stand beside through all of this."

 Shenandoah's soft melodic patterns, delivered in her native tongue, exude a unique 
sincerity. It's little wonder that her earlier works were used by rehabilitation centers to 
help reconstruct broken lives. Her music speaks of the Earth, generations of connection to 
the land, and the enduring universal human spirit. And there is a wealth of material yet to 
come. She concludes with a pause, "You remain humble, work hard, and the rest falls into 
place." 
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